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hands of those who were actually doing the good work?
" Robbing God " was the counter-cry of the clergy and
their friends: but that ay is valid only if we regard God as
synonymous with the Anglican Church and its ministry*
The Local Option Bill of 1891 raised another question in
which Lloyd George was intensely interested. As we have
already seen, temperance was one of the chief subjects upon
which he had exercised his powers of public speaking in the
early days at Criccieth; for Nonconformist Wales was as
determined upon abolishing drunkenness, in so far as it
could be done by legislation, as upon ending the power of
squire and parson* Before cheap sneers are indulged in at
a deed which had teetotalism as one of its articles, it is at
least desirable to ask the question why it should have been
so. The answer is not far to seek. Puritanism, which
swept over England in the first half of the seventeenth cen-
tury, hardly invaded Wales at all. Right down to the
middle of the eighteenth century Wales was ignorant,
drunken, and brutish* John Wesley declared the people to
be " as little versed in the principles of Christianity as a
Creek or Cherokee Indian-" Of course not too much must
be made of the testimony of extreme Puritans, who were
scandalised by what they considered to be desecration of the
Sabbath, and by such things as wrestling* dancing, cock-
fighting, and the drinking, in however small quantity, of
intoxicating liquor. But when all possible allowance has
been made for Puritan prejudice, a terrible indictment can
still be drawn up; for the majority of the Welsh people
must have been totally illiterate, extremely superstitious,
and without thought save for the gratification of their bodily
needs and desires. From this slough of bestiality the
Puritanism of the Methodist Revival rescued Wales ,* and
as usual, the pendulum swung to the opposite extreme.
All games were regarded as of the Devil; and cards and